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with the reds and golds of tine sky, turn the lake
into a fairy mirror, which reflects back the wooded
landscape, The glassy surface is only broken
when some water bird swims across, leaving two
long trails of silver ripples flowing away from its
breast at right angles.
A road runs from the end of the lake up the
slope, where grows the familiar yellow gorse, and
passes to the downs for which Ootacamund is
famous. These downs stretch away to the north-
west over miles of undulating plateau. The grass
that clothes them takes a velvety sheen, making
them appear smoother than they are in reality;
and the air blows over them with a keenness
suggestive of a Scotch moor. It is here that the
hounds give the visitors to Ooty many a good run.
The jackal has to serve as fox as a rule, and he
makes excellent sport. There is a grey fox
with a black tip to its tail which is occasionally
killed, but the jack is more common and equally
game.
To the north-west of Ootacaraund beyond the
downs lie the Kundah Hills, also part of the
Western Ghats. The higher portion of the range
is covered with grass; but in every valley and
cleft is to be found the thick shola of stunted,